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Law reporter FAY BURSTIN writes
of a new free brokerage service to
make legal advice cheaper and
lawyers more accountable.

YOUNG solict-
'Ator has come up With a

concept set to revolution-
ise the way pecple use lawyers.

poport,
om the world" s "first, lggnJ
firm, designed o
mwh pmspecu\'e clients with
?uth&n!’em of suitable lowyers —

An of the type of
legal work required, the most
sultable sort of frm tna\::s
regard to size, reputation
existing cllent base), together
with a time-frame and price
then be ten-
dered wt. to law finmns on &
panel.
The client would then be
o:!&redaatwnm f abput five

e uotes.
One bf the most attractive
aspects of uw schfemg for cli-

e e Taw Hrokiore alms €nts is that &
to refer people needing Prime Law Dmlm's will be
o’ oiee of law gl;grtl!“byanu mm’&."ﬁf
firms with the e _firms on_the
perise ..\.maf”m; Almost all firms approached
Rapol n hps have shown interest.
wnrked mn Eeadinx w firm i H
Lo Mchan;ubm " ‘The p. is
£ SETY alme wlﬂ‘h
good legal advice cheaper and so archaicitis
more accessible. oar
“H o many peop k“mum stifling, and it's
to 10 dlﬂmnt luwvrs gettin Lh time they came
hoosing &
m oy out of the Dark
“The public's cholce is re- “e"

stricted because the process &
Just too and

impractical

“Consequently the com-
munity sees lawyers os inag-
cessible and expensive.”

He said the daunting pros-
pect of lawyer-shopping put
some p!opl.e off seeking legal
nﬂ.\m)e il

le feel & mixture
nl meu: al:lon. anxiety, fear,
distrust and even hatred about
approaching a lawyer,” he
“This is only exacerbated bj
the fact the declsion is often
made under time mssun aud
in highly

*“The more firms on the panel,
the greater the competition
and the better lh& service for
the community,” Mr Rapoport
sald.

“Lawyers will also beneflt be-
cause if thelr service quality,
efMciency and charges meet
public needs, they will ha
access to work they may u‘h:r
wise not have.”

The Law l.nsutute n'rsl.dmL
ames Syme,

P\‘me Law Brukm ns a posi-

lee form of pmcmnn for the

stances.
is also u Jot of (egal)
TS,

because people are
belng ripped off, only to eventu-
ally end up with a lawyer when
it has become & much bigger
and more expensive problem.”

He sald the frest step with

, Prime Law Brokers would be an

terview b:‘wcgn the pmsurc
II\‘E clientanda
expert in the rele\ ant "k-ld

al the poten
uul to benefit buth lawyers and
u:e COmMMURILY.

r Rapoport said the “old
schoo] -te and golf élub” net-
work endembe among lawyers
was out of step with the de-
mands of today's highly tech-
nological and fast-paced busl-
ness environment.

“This is zomx to gw thema
walke-up call” he said.
“Lawyers have been able to

Yuri R-popm world firse with legal bmk:mgg

advertise for some ¥ears now,
nut.hol many ads do you see?"
¢ profession is so archale
ftis mn.m; and it's time t‘ner
came out of the Dark Age:
Unlike existing legal re:\'.rral
scr\rlces, Prime Law Brokers
assume the role of
ngem ror the client, monitoring
the unhu of the service p'n
by the law
linising if problems arise.
It also aims to cater to cil-
ents’ specific needs such as
mmﬂns J.awvers who speak 2
foreign langu
A Russ hn imnuzum who
arvived in Australia at the age

{ seven, Mr Rapoport went on
mmuﬂs medical ademe. lau
now

o lecal selence.

Qingual  and a bum
mm'vneur he began by link-
ing small Russian cumnm]rs
with lawyers in Londos,

‘This experiment was 50 suc-
cessful he decided to apply the
concept domestically — and
was stunned to discover it did
not exist anywhere.

“It's 50 o'lmous I coulds
believe no one had thought om.
before,” he said.

Prime Law Brokers will be
launched on July 1. For more
information contact-9824 1206,



